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Don Fountain, The Shore Turkey Hunting Legend, tagged out
once again in Maryland. Don holds one of the largest collections

Ellis Smlh 1t hlS rst turkey of turkey calls on the shore sitting around 400 and counting.
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FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

Biania .
ol St

Vonnie's Restaurant & Hunting Supply Store circa 1950's.
Kennedyville, MD

Corlinuing Kenil Countly 7radilions since 20/0

For decades the corner of MD 213 & 298 in Kennedyville has been a
landmark for locals and visitors alike. Since the 1950’s Vonnie’s
delivered delicious hot meals and warm, friendly Eastern Shore Style
Hospitality.

In 2010 the property was transferred and Molly’'s Place was born.
The new site included an expanded sporting goods store offering the
best selection of hunting and outdoor gear available in the area, a cozy
homestyle cooking restaurant, and a mart for convenience stops.
Continue the tradition and visit Molly’s Place today.

SCAN CODE

12503 AUGUSTINE HERMAN HWY, KENNEDYVILLE, MD 21645
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BY INSPIRATION MINISTRIES
Dependable

“And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the
hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel,
as it seemed good to the potter to make.”— Jeremiah 18:4

God told Jeremiah to go to a potter’s house. There he saw a man
working at his wheel, shaping clay that had been marred. The pot-
ter worked until the pot was formed to his satisfaction. Then the
Lord spoke: “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this pot-
ter?” (v. 6).

We need to remember that God Himself works like a potter in our
lives. We may feel we are in control and know what is best for us.
We may feel that we already have the proper shape, personality,
and character, and have been sufficiently molded.

But we need to remember that we are God’s vessels. He sees our
potential and knows why we were created. He knows how we can
function best, what we should avoid, and what is best for us. He
will shape us until we are the vessels He wants us to be and He is
satisfied with our shape, character, personality, and habits.

Realize that God is at work in your life just like that potter. Even
if you think He is finished, He may see more work that needs to be
done. When this happens, understand that He is not punishing you.
He is your Creator. He loves you and desires to mold you until He
is satisfied.

Trust Him to shape you. Submit to His molding process. Cooperate
as He perfects you.

Reflection Question: Write a prayer thanking God for all He’s
done to make you more like Him.

A Maryland Eastern Shore
Tradition since 1979.

» Waterfowl Hunting
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Bay’s oyster shell shortage gets relief from the West Coast

At water’s edge in lower
Dorchester County MD, two hulk-
ing mounds of oyster shells dwarf
docked workboats and nearby stor-
age sheds. John “Benny” Horseman,
a waterman turned seafood industry
entrepreneur, dubbed the larger pile
“Mount Everest” — its peak could
well be the highest spot in this low-
lying area of the Eastern Shore.

Trucked cross-country from the
Pacific Northwest, these shells will
help relieve a chronic bottleneck
in ambitious efforts to rebuild the
Chesapeake Bay’s oyster popula-
tion. In Maryland, there aren’t near-
ly enough oyster shells available to
meet projected needs for restoring
reefs in the state’s oyster sanctuar-
ies and replenishing others in public
fishery waters.

Until now, the state has been get-
ting about 230,000 bushels of shells
a year for those purposes, most of
them from Virginia. But in a report
produced in late 2023, the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources
projected the need for up to 17.5
million bushels of shells over the
next decade for oyster sanctuaries
and public reefs and to support a
growing aquaculture industry.

In response to that report, a task
force created by Democratic Gov.
Wes Moore has been studying how
the state can meet that need, either
with shells or alternate substrates
such as stones, concrete, porcelain
or even steel slag. It’s tasked with
providing recommendations by Dec.
1,2024.

Help is already on the way,
though. DNR has authorized the
importation this year of more than
200,000 bushels of oyster shells
from Washington state. That’s where
Horseman and his partners have
tapped into a massive stockpile of
discarded shells — millions of bush-
els that were otherwise destined to
be ground up for hiking and biking
trails, among other things.

“This is going to help majorly,”
Horseman said. Before the oyster
spawning season begins this sum-
mer, he and his group intend to plant
these shells on wild fishery reefs in
three Eastern Shore counties. They
hope to bring in even more shells in
years to come.

The shells are from a different
species of oyster than what grows in
the Chesapeake and along the East
and Gulf coasts. Crassostrea gigas
are native to the Pacific coast of Asia
but have been introduced throughout
the Pacific and even in Europe. They
are the most widely cultured oyster
in the world and have been farmed
on the West Coast for a century.

Asian species eyed year ago
Twenty-five years ago, when dis-
eases, loss of habitat and overhar-
vesting had severely diminished
the Chesapeake’s native population
of Crassostrea virginica, two Asian
species — C. gigas and C. ariaken-
sis — were considered as potentially
disease-resistant replacements.

But scientists and conservation-
ists opposed the introduction of non-
native oysters, warning that the new-
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comers could bring new parasites
and diseases to the Bay and may not
thrive here.

Ultimately, Maryland, Virginia
and federal officials decided instead
to redouble efforts to revive native
oysters; in 2014 they committed to
large reef restoration efforts in five
Bay tributaries in each state. Mean-
while, the diseases afflicting oysters
abated, and commercial harvests
have in the past decade rebounded
as the bivalve numbers recovered,
though both abundance and harvests
are still well below historic levels.

The large restoration projects
strained the available supply of oys-
ter shells, which have traditionally
been used to provide a landing place
or substrate where new generations
of oysters grow. Oysters build their
own shells, but to get started, freshly
spawned larvae, or spat, generally
settle on the shells of either dead or
living oysters.

Because the diseases MSX and
Dermo killed off many of the Bay’s
oysters from the late 1980s into the
2000s, though, there were fewer
oysters reproducing or being har-
vested, leaving fewer shells for fu-
ture generations to set on. Many
existing reefs silted over, preventing
spat from settling on the bottom.

In Maryland, the loss of habi-
tat was particularly acute because
declining harvests shuttered oyster
processing facilities, reducing the
supply of shells available for replen-
ishing reefs. Shells from the few
remaining shucking houses now go
mainly to oyster hatcheries.

Now, up to 70% of the oysters
harvested in Maryland get shipped
to Virginia for shucking and pack-
ing, according to the DNR, and the
shells only come back if paid for.
The numbers returned to Maryland
have been limited, both by the cost
and by the Virginia oyster proces-
sors retaining shells to ensure they
have enough for their oyster farms.

Virginia’s shell squeeze isn’t as
tight because the state also dredges
enough fossil shells every year from
the bottom of the James River to
replenish about 600 to 800 acres of
mostly public fishery reefs.

Maryland also used to dredge up
shells from silted-over reefs — up

Approximately 200,000 bushels of Pacific oyster shells have been
trucked from Washington state to Maryland’s Eastern Shore, where
they will be loaded onto boats for planting on reefs this summer. Some
of the shells are stored at Farm Creek Oyster Farm, shown here, in
Dorchester County. Photo by Dave Harp

to 5 million bushels annually de-
cades ago — for use in replenishing
reefs worn down by harvest. The
state stopped the practice in the early
2000s “in part due to a reduction in
optimal areas to dredge,” according
to DNR. Also, state’s federal dredg-
ing permit expired, and for a time it
did not pursue a new one.

In 2008, the Maryland General
Assembly directed DNR to seek
a permit to dredge shell from Man
O’War Shoal, a moribund reef out-
side the mouth of the Patapsco River
that’s estimated to contain up to 100
million bushels. But recreational
fishing groups, conservationists and
even some watermen objected, con-
tending that dredging would degrade
rich underwater fish habitat there.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers finally authorized DNR in
2017 to dredge up to 5 million bush-
els, but amid continued opposition
the state Board of Public Works has
never voted to go forward.
Alternatives to shell

Meanwhile, federal and state
agencies turned to alternate sub-
strates to carry out Maryland’s five
large reef restoration projects be-
cause the need far exceeded the

available supply.

For a couple of years, DNR
bought fossil shells excavated from
a Florida quarry and used them in
Harris Creek and the Little Choptank
River. Hatchery-reared spat deposit-
ed on oyster shells were planted atop
the Florida shells. But watermen ob-
jected, even staging a floating block-
ade in the Little Choptank.

The Army Corps, which took the
lead in Harris Creek and the Tred
Avon River projects, used clam and
other shells bought from New Jer-
sey, as well as granite stones. Those
likewise garnered pushback from
watermen, who cited instances of
boats being damaged by stones be-
ing piled up too close to the water’s
surface.

Watermen maintain that oyster
shells are the ideal substrate for oys-
ter larvae. Some research supports
that belief, but many other studies
have found that other hard materials
work as well.

With demand growing, the costs
of securing enough shell or other
substrates have mounted. DNR
estimated it could cost $105 mil-

Continued on pg. 7
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Fishing for bass in the early days of
summer can be challenging. You will
find late-spawning bass, post spawn
bass, and those that are in there sum-
mer locations. In early June, it is not
uncommon to find bass in all three
stages at the same time. The angler
has to figure out what stage the bass
are in, in the area he or she is fishing
on that given day. That, in itself, is the
biggest factor on how to catch them.

Targeting spawning bass in tidal
water is not a sight fishing scenario
like what you may see in televised
bass tournaments. The stain of brackish
water makes it difficult to see the beds.
The known spawning areas are gravel
banks, grass beds, boat dock pilings,
and bulkheads. The techniques for
catching spawning bass are meticulous
and time consuming. Soft plastic baits
cast to bedding areas are the best way
to target them. The lure is left in the
presumed bed to goad the bass into
biting. Many fishermen prefer craw
and creature baits, while others have
found wacky rigged stick worm to be
appealing. Anew trend is to casta drop
shot rig into the bed.

Post-spawn bass are justas challeng-
ing to catch as the spawning class. Fe-
male bass that have recently spawned
are inrest mode. They need a few days
to recuperate for the riggers of the
spawn. They have not moved far from
the beds but will be hard to catch. Male
bass will still be at the beds guarding
the newborn fry. They are willing to
attack most anything they perceive as
threat to the fry. While these bass are
in protect and attack mode, catching
them can leave the fry vulnerable to
predation from blue gills and perch.

The lady bass can be found along
grass lines, pier pilings, and sunken
wood along spawning banks. When
they feel the need to feed, they are
aren’t going to be in chase mode.
Soft plastics are still the way to go.
Texas rigged or wacky rigged stick
worms, fluke-style minnows, craw and

EARLY SUMMER

BASS

creature baits worked slowly in these
areas will produce strikes. A not-so-
commonplace tacticis to work poppers
and walking baits painstakingly slow
along these same areas. Mimicking
an injured baitfish, and working it in
place, presents an easy target for late
post spawn bass.

Itis safe to say that by late June, most
bass in our tidal waters have spawned
and are in the summer mode. This is
when males are no longer guarding
fry, and the female bass will be more
active. The problem that arises here
is that the bass are spread out. You
will still have bass in spawning areas.
Often times blue gills and sunfish use
the beds made by bass for their spawn-
ing area, giving bass the opportunity
to feed on them. Docks are always a
good option as they provide shade and
a degree or so cooler water. Fallen
shoreline wood provides ambush cover
and grass provided cover, and more
oxygenated water.

At this point, it’s up to the angler
to find where the bite is happening
and what it takes to get the bass to
bite. Add in the ebb and flow of the
tides that position bass on the different
types of cover. That’s what is known
as finding the pattern. A lot has to do
with the comfort level of the angler.
Do they favor fishing docks, grass, or
shoreline cover; or are they versatile
enough to fish it all?

I’m have caught bass from shoreline
woodonoccasion. [ take a two-pronged
approach. For aslower approach I like
worms, craws, and jigs. To find more
aggressive bass, I’ll work swim jigs,
chatter baits, and spinnerbaits through
the limbs. I work the outer extremities
first as not to alert those bass while
catching others closer to the bank.

Working boat docks is not much
different than working wood cover. I
start at the far end of docks, and work
my way in. [ notonly target the pilings,
but will work below the decking as the
tide allows. My main tool is a wacky
rigged stick worm skipped under the
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Randy Yarnall shows a big bass from the backwaters.

pier. I also use swim jigs and spinner-
baits for the more active bite.

In early summer, grass beds, for
the most part, have not matted up. You
can still work individual clumps, or
work over the entire grass bed. On a
high tide scenario, you can efficiently
work over the top of a grass flat with
any number of lures. Topwater plugs
and buzzbaits are great choices for
working the surface. Swimbaits, swim
jigs, chatter baits, and shallow running
crankbait fit the need when fishing
subsurface.

As the tide drops to low, you can
see the individual strands and clumps
of'vegetation. The baits just mentioned
stillallow you to work the area looking
for areaction bite. Your casts can now

be more focused. With the vegetation
in view, you can be more methodical.
You can pitch and flip crawfish and
creature lures to the clumps. Stick
worms work as well. Should the bites
be tough, try longer casts to clumps
farther from the boat. Often times,
our pressured waters have made bass
weary of our close in tactics around
the vegetation.

Early summer bass fishing has its
challenges and rewards. Knowing
where to look for bass is the start to
catching them. You may have to work
through a few lures and techniques to
find the pattern. When you find the
lure and pattern, challenge becomes
the reward with catching the bass.

Chapel Cove

Now Selling Bait and Tackle
All YOUR Tackle Needs!

BOAT & HOSE AT
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Steaks & Seafood
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Taylors Island, MD
Marina Phone: 410-901-1070
tifccamp@comcast.net
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SHELLS...

Continued from pg. 5

lion over the next decade to acquire
enough shell.

About 18 months ago, Horseman
said, he and his brother Alex, also
a waterman, teamed up with Nick
Hargrove, owner of Wittman Wharf
Seafood in Tilghman, to begin look-
ing for other sources of shell. They
found a massive stockpile at an oys-
ter processing facility in South Bend,
WA, owned by Oregon-based Pacific
Seafood.

They visited the site a couple of
times and struck a deal to purchase
shells that they were told had been
sitting there for a decade or more.

“It was a waste product,” said
Hargrove. “They were grinding it up
and turning it into park trails.”
Pacific oyster shell
“This project ... was definitely not
for revenue purposes,” said Jenn Al-
lison, manager of the Washington
processing plant. Company officials

Pacific oyster shells, like this one
from the stockpile on Farm Creek
in Dorchester County, MD, tend
to be larger than those of native
Eastern oysters and have more
ripples on them. (Courtesy of
Maryland Department of Natural
Resources)

-1

view it as a partnership to help re-
store Bay oysters and ensure the sus-
tainability of the shellfish industry.

Horseman said he built a convey-
or at the Washington facility to load
the shells on trucks, then organized
convoys of dozens of tractor trailers
to bring them to Maryland.

The operation was privately fi-
nanced, but they still needed approv-
al from state and local regulators to
bring the gigas shells in for reef res-
toration in the Bay.

“The first time we asked about it,”
Hargrove recalled, “DNR wrote back
and said no.” But he and the Horse-
mans refused to give up and pressed
to win over state officials.

Brian Callam, DNR’s aquaculture
coordinator, said state officials ini-
tially rejected the idea of importing
shells from the West Coast because
they were concerned about the possi-
bility that a relatively new disease in
Pacific oysters might spread to East-
ern oysters. Studies later concluded
there was little risk of that happen-
ing, he said.

Then, last year, with renewed re-
quests to import Pacific shells, DNR
relented.

“All the shellfish pathologists in-
dicated that the risk of bringing in
aquatic diseases on shells is low to
begin with,” Callam said. Further-
more, he said, keeping the shells
on dry land exposed to the air and
sunshine for months to years Kkills
any pathogens and “essentially turns
them into a pile of rocks. There’s vir-
tually no risk at all.”

Permission granted

DNR issued the first permit last
August to bring Pacific shell into
the state, but the approval came too
late to place the shells in the water

in time for oyster spawning, which
takes place in early summer.

This spring, though, DNR issued
three new permits allowing the im-
portation of 220,000 bushels of Pa-
cific oyster shell this year. Two of the
permits allow a combined 200,000
bushels for the Horseman brothers’
Dorchester County businesses: Farm
Creek Opyster Farm and Madison
Shell Recycling.

The other permit authorizes
20,000 bushels of imported shell by
the WRF Group, a Cambridge-based
business that Maryland has commis-
sioned to restore oyster sanctuaries
in Eastern Bay as part of a sixth large
restoration project the state has initi-
ated.

Watermen have welcomed the im-
ports, especially because the bulk of
the shell is promised for replenishing
reefs in public fishery areas, which
they feel have been shortchanged in
favor of sanctuary reefs.

“It’s what we have to do if we want
to continue growing,” said Jeff Har-
rison, chairman of the Talbot (Coun-
ty) Watermen Association. This year,
with the imported shells augmenting
what’s available closer to home, Har-
rison said his group will be able to
plant twice as much as they would
have otherwise.

Pacific oyster shell pile in
The permits specify that the shells
must be stored on land for an un-
specified interval until the oyster tis-
sue has decomposed and there are no
other organic materials present. They
also say the shells should be stored
“far enough from Maryland waters
such that any inadvertent introduc-
tion by storm or flood is unlikely.”
The latter condition is challeng-
ing, given the low-lying nature of

| | | | | | |

Dorchester County. The stockpile on
Farm Creek in Toddville is on gravel
next to the water.

Allison Colden, Maryland direc-
tor of the Chesapeake Bay Founda-
tion and a fisheries biologist, said
that with proper biosecurity precau-
tions she’s okay with using Pacific
oyster shell in the Bay.

“As long as the material’s inspect-
ed, and we know where it’s come
from,” Colden said, “and that [it’s
determined to be] no risk, it can be
useful because the demand for shell
across all sectors is only continuing
to grow.”

After inspecting shells that have
already arrived, DNR asked that dirt
and debris, including bits of twine,
be removed. On a recent visit to the
Farm Creek stockpile, Horseman
had an employee hand-culling the
twine from the shells. Spring rains,
he said, would wash out any dirt.

“As long as the economics sup-
port it,” said DNR’s Callam, “I think
we’re going to see continued inter-
est in bringing this material in here
until we generate enough of our
own shells that we no longer need
to import it. There are some people
[who] have concerns about it, but I
feel very confident that we are taking
all the appropriate steps to make sure
that the material that’s coming in is
as safe as possible.”

Holding a Pacific oyster shell in
his hand, Horseman said he thinks it
may even be superior to native East-
ern oyster shells for converting oys-
ter larvae to spat.

“These shells are better because
they’ve got more ripples for the lar-
vae to catch onto,” he said.

Article courtesy of Tim Wheeler,
Bay Journal.
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SPANNING THE GLOBE

15-year-old Jaylynn Parker from New Richmond, OH beat
the Ohio state record when she landed a mammoth blue catfish James Johnson and Sean McNelis landed a 7 foot bull shark last
in the Ohio River. month from the surf down Assateague, Md.

With a touch of help from her dad, left, Jaylynn Parker, a
sophomore from New Richmond, Ohio, snagged the 101-pound
beast on April 7 in Clermont County, the Cincinnati Enquirer,
part of the USA TODAY Network reported.

New Richmond is a historic village on the Ohio River, about
20 miles southeast of downtown Cincinnati.

Jaylynn caught the massive catfish while jugging. It’s when a
person lets bait dangle beneath a free-floating canister attached
by a line to a fixed point like a tree trunk or something else on
shore. The process is sometimes also called juglining.

The Outdoor Writers of Ohio, who crowned Jaylynn with
the title recently at a conference, keeps Ohio’s official angling
records, Fred Snyder, chairman of the Outdoor Writers of Ohio
Record Fish Committee, told the Enquire.

— ey

Dylan with her sweet red drum. Nice Bull Red out of the surf in Delaware.
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“Tuna The Tide”

By Captain Mark
Galasso

If nothing else commercial fish-
erman and hard core recreational fish-
erman are persistent and adaptable.
Populations of target species fluctuate
sometimes in wide swings for better
and for worse. As one species de-
clines another usually fills in the gap.
One of the main species in the Ches-
apeake Bay is the Striped Bass or
Rockfish as it’s known in Maryland
and Virginia. Recently it has been a
main focus by fisherman from North
Carolina to Maine and in Maryland
is the State fish. But it hasn’t always
been that way.

Though Rockfish has always held
a special place for fisherman in the
Chesapeake Bay it hasn’t always
been the dominant species caught by
fisherman. If you have been fishing
in the middle and upper Chesapeake
for more than forty years you can re-
member a time when Bluefish ruled
the roost and it was difficult some-
times to find a good Rockfish. Since
Bluefish were not considered the best
eating fish anglers pursued them more
for sport and other species for the
table. Species like Summer Floun-
der, Spot, White Perch and Croakers
generally found their way to the table
while Bluefish were either thrown
back or brought home and buried in
the garden.

As Rockfish became more plen-
tiful Bluefish populations in the Bay
dwindled. But as Rockfish popula-
tions recently started to decline it
has been a question as to what top
predators will take their place. And
with recent restrictions to help bring
the Rockfish populations back many
fisherman both commercial and rec-
reational are trying to figure out what
to target next.

I recently spent a day with a young
light tackle guide and we had that dis-
cussion. How do we adjust and do our
part to take some pressure off Rock-
fish and still run a charter business.
Here is what we came up with. And
I can’t say I agree with everything
he told me but we all have to adjust.
The bottom line was we need to target
other species.

The obvious answer to a lot of an-
glers as well as DNR is to target Blue
Catfish. In some areas they are the lat-
est top predator. They are fun to catch
and good to eat. A great combination.
And in certain areas they are big and
plentiful. The Potomac River and up-

10

NOW WHAT

per Bay are FULL of them. A friend
of mine fished with a full time guide
for Blue Cats out of DC. When they
got in the guide apologized for only
catching 30 and none over 25 pounds!
WOW! From Poole’s Island north
Catfish are everywhere and guides as
well as recreational fisherman are tar-
geting them.

Many of the light tackle guides
that have been targeting Rock all win-
ter up the Bay move down the Bay to
target Cobia and Red Drum in the
summer. Though the limits are pretty
stringent on these species they are a
blast to catch and populations seem to
be on the rise. In fact at our custom
rod shop we are seeing orders for rods
specifically made to target these hard
fighting fish.

In my case I'm getting to old and
lazy to run to far south, or north. I
like it where I am in Kent Narrows
and have been trying to figure out
what to catch close to home. So here
is what I came up with. We do have a
few Catfish up in the Chester and out
in our portion of the Bay. They better
look out. I’ll be armed and dangerous.
Cut bait and a fishfinder rig is all you
need. Anchor up on good bottom, not
to deep and there you go.

I remember the days we used to
catch a few Summer Flounder around
Kent Island. In fact I still catch a few
every year on jigs or if you can believe
it, trolling spoons. They are almost
always undersized. But then again
you never know. In the past we used
Flounder rigs like we used in Bar-
negat Bay or Chincoteague. Spinners
and Bucktails with minnows or squid
strips. I did find however that all the
flash and color didn’t help much in
the Bay. Just a minnow or squid strip
on a small Kahlae hook with enough
weight to get to the bottom worked
fine. The trick with the Squid strips is
to make sure they had that wavy ac-
tion so it looked alive. As a bonus we
had a lot of Black Sea Bass in the area
last year and I know they love Squid,
Minnows and Shrimp as well. Floun-
der like channel edges where the cur-
rent sweeps bait off the edge to them
while Sea Bass like structure. Our
area has both.

There were a lot of tiny Croak-
ers last year. Maybe they grew up a
bit. They like the same baits and rigs
though they prefer sandy areas around
the structure where the Sea Bass fre-

quent. There were also a few Grey
Sea Trout (Weakfish) caught in the
area. They like metal jigs worked in
the channel. You never know what
will hit a small metal jig along the
edges of channels. Almost anything.
When Sea Trout populations peaked
in the late nineties in and around the
Eastern Bay we used Trout Bombs.
They were basically a painted weight
with a feathered hook attached. Up
about three feet from the weight was
a three way swivel with another stiff
eight inch leader attached. Tied to
this leader was a small deceiver fly
maybe two inches or so. In the fall
these rigs caught just about every-
thing, Rockfish, Trout, Bluefish and
White Perch. Sometime two differ-

ent species at the same time.

Since the moratorium was lifted
on Rockfish in 1996 mid Bay anglers
have been spoiled by the abundance
of the species. The bottom line is we
haven’t been very adventuresome
in the pursuit of other species. But
times have changed and like it or not
we have to adapt. So if your new to
the game and get tired of hearing all
the old timers talk about “the good
old days.” Pay better attention. They
might be talking about something
you never even thought of. Fishing
opportunities that have always been
right under your boat. You just never
thought to try. The Bay is changing
and no one knows whether it’s for the
better or the worse. Only time will
tell.

410-639-7018

Specializing in River Crabs!
WE OFFER

Crabs (live or steamed) ¢ Soft Crabs * Crab Meat
e Shrimp ¢ Scallops ¢ Assorted Fish ¢ Clams
¢ Qysters ® And More to Come!

Come Check Out Our Prices!
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& SHORE
% The outdoor sporting center of the Eastern Shore.

Check out E-line Store -

www.theshoresportsman.com
Guns

Ammunition
Archery

Tackle

Bait

Gun Repairs
Sports Gear
Sporting Licenses

A rare catch from the Potomac River today - a piebald blue cat-
fish. Piebald animals have leucism, a condition caused by defects
in their skin, feather or hair pigment cells.

Photo courtesy Jay Fleming.

KINGFISH II

Shore Sportsman is conveniently located on
Route 50/Ocean Gateway in Easton, Maryland.

Shore Sportsman has been proudly serving  F

. hunters and anglers on the Mid-Shore for more

It,s that tl me aga l n than 25 years. Shore Sportsman offers hunt-
We are getting our schedule together for our annual ing and fishing licenses, guns, scopes, hunting
Cape Charles drum and cobia run. Big black and red drum clothes and boots, repair services, bows, fishing
in May and early June then cobia starting up mid June. equipment, live bait, and much, much more. #Zz
Right now we still have some great dates available for The expert employees at Shore Sportsman bring
these brutes. a wealth of knowledge to their customers.
All of the employees have at least five years of experience each.

CHARTER FISHINGPARTIES
SEA-DUCK HUNTING

—

3 Gun - Fastest
Growing Shooting
Sport in the U.S.

Public Rifle Range

Open 7 Days Per Week Rain or Shine
24 Covered Benches
$25 Shoot All Day

Discounts for Seniors - Police - Military Sight In Pistols, Muzzleloaders & Rifles

Gun Rentals Available

Berms @ 25-50-100-200-300 Yards
Shoot Your Own Ammo or Buy Ours

65 Miles East Of Bay Bridge

www.maryland3gun.com
5 4 9AM -6 PM
Depa rting from Deal Island and o 55 Stations « N.S.C.A. Certified Instructors - Instruction Available
C ape Charles Don’t Wait - Sight in Your Deer Rifle Now
. 410-742-2023 « 1-800-310-2023
www'fIShandd UCK'com US Rt 50, 23501 Marsh Rd. Mardela Springs, MD 21837
Call Captain Harry 443.871.3499 |
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Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Confirms 52 Deer With Chronic Wasting Disease

The Maryland Department of
Natural Resources reported today
that 52 white-tailed deer sampled
within Allegany, Baltimore, Freder-
ick, Montgomery and Washington
counties in 2023 tested positive for
chronic wasting disease, a neurolog-
ical disease found in deer, elk, and
moose.

Of the positive samples, 49 came
from within the existing chronic
wasting disease management area
(Allegany, Carroll, Frederick, and
Washington counties), while one
positive sample came from Balti-
more County and two positive sam-
ples came from Montgomery Coun-
ty.

In response to finding positive
samples in Baltimore and Montgom-
ery counties, the Chronic Wasting
Disease Management Area has been
expanded to include all of Allegany,
Baltimore, Carroll, Frederick, Mont-
gomery, and Washington counties.

The Department of Natural Re-
sources conducts annual surveillance
and works with neighboring states to
monitor chronic wasting disease in
the deer population. Management
areas are established to help keep
hunters informed, regulate how deer
carcasses can be transported, and
hopefully slow the spread of the dis-
ease.

“Unfortunately, like many other
states with chronic wasting disease,
we are seeing the disease spread in
Maryland,” Wildlife and Heritage
Service Director Karina Stonesifer
said. “The department will continue
to monitor the disease closely, pro-
vide the public with the most up-to-
date information on the disease, and
follow the best science available for
deer management.”

Maryland’s chronic wasting dis-
ease surveillance program began in
1999 and, to date, more than 14,394
deer have been tested. A total of
1,080 samples were submitted for
laboratory testing from 2023.

Chronic wasting disease was first
confirmed in Maryland in Febru-
ary 2011. Maryland, Pennsylvania,
Virginia, and West Virginia have all
documented chronic wasting disease
in the region. The latest findings
bring the number of positive cases
in Maryland to 223. According to the
U.S. Geological Survey, Maryland
is one of 33 states and four Cana-
dian provinces with chronic wasting
disease documented in free-ranging
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cervids in North America.

Concerns about chronic wasting
disease should not stop anyone from
hunting deer or enjoying venison.
Research suggests the disease can-
not be naturally transmitted to hu-
mans. However, as a general safety
precaution it is recommended that
hunters avoid consuming the meat

of sick animals as well as the brain,
lymph nodes or spinal column of any
deer — all of which are normally
removed during the butchering pro-
cess.

Hunters and other wildlife enthu-
siasts can help by reporting any deer
that are emaciated, unhealthy, or
acting abnormally. Hunters can also

TUSCARORA

help by granting permission to the
department to collect tissue samples
from harvested deer. The department
can be reached at 410-260-8540.

To find more information on
chronic wasting disease in Maryland,
citizens should visit the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources
website.

www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com
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Bowley’s Bair & Tackle
Live Bair ® Licenses

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

Tim O’Brien with his heavy - : " '-_}: p | i : , A <
Whitetail he took with his NS s R A7 B U IL‘I FO R
crossbow in Baltimore County. SRR > i M Y : U . Y

2 John D_éeref_iator’s give you the
~power, handling and.comfort you
need to take care of busineéss.

Melody Renee - Never in a

million years would I have

thought this would be my

favorite thing to do. I don’t

want to hang out and drink

or sit around gossiping about

whatever, I’d rather be alone

in the woods playing with fish, :
looking for mushrooms, having We I_I\/e H'
conversations with myself and

the universe about what was,

; : Visit one of our 19 locations! . Ere
what is and what will be. All 9 STIHL o

I wanna do is go outside and atlantictractor.net JOHN DEERE b
play.
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DNR Biologists’ Study: Older, Larger Female Striped Bass
Produce Far More Eggs

A new study looks at the age at
which female striped bass mature
and how many eggs they produce as
they age

Two of the most important traits
to understand fish population growth
are the age at which females mature
and their fecundity, or how many
eggs they can produce at each age
on average.

A new study from biologists
in the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources has helped to
update information on those factors
in striped bass, making available
current biological information about
the population for use in the stock
assessment model, which estimates
the numbers and biomass of mature
females in the Atlantic coast striped
bass stock.

The study, published in Marine
and Coastal Fisheries: Dynam-
ics, Management, and Ecosystem
Science in February, determined
that half of females reach sexual
maturity between ages 5 and 6, and
larger, older females produce more
eggs per kilogram body mass than
smaller, younger females.

“This research demonstrates the
importance of protecting the fe-
male breeding stock of striped bass,
both throughout their life cycle and
particularly when they are at large,
productive sizes,” said Lynn Fegley,
director of the department’s Fishing
and Boating Services. “By protect-
ing large female striped bass, we
can help make sure they produce a
lot of eggs that will survive better
when the environmental conditions
are right for successful spawning.”

This study sought to use updated
methods to define maturity and ex-
plore whether weight and fecundity
were proportional when estimating
the size of the striped bass spawning
stock.

Three Maryland Department of

Natural Resources biologists — Si-
mon Brown, Angela Giuliano, and
Beth Versak —examined the mi-
croscopic anatomy of striped bass
ovaries to better understand specific
aspects of the reproductive biology
of female Atlantic striped bass.

The biologists used the latest
standards in applying histology —
the microscopic study of tissues—to
identify maturity in fish, standards
which have progressed since the
last time the female age-at-maturity
schedule used previously in the
assessment was calculated. They
then analyzed striped bass ovaries
to distinguish between immature,
maturing and functionally mature
developmental stages.

Through collaboration with
multiple state and federal agencies,
surveyors collected a wide range of
samples throughout the fall and the
entire spring spawning season in the
Chesapeake Bay and Atlantic Coast,
accounting for all developmental
stages.

Scientists at the Oxford Co-
operative Laboratory then stained
cross sections of striped bass ovaries
with special dyes, encased them
in paraffin wax, and mounted thin
slices on a glass slide. The dye
highlights different components of
the developing eggs, allowing biolo-
gists to determine if a striped bass
could produce fully developed eggs
by the spawning season, or had just
recently spawned.

The authors found that some
younger females produced en-
larged oocytes (developing eggs)
that appeared developed but lacked
the critical yolk material. These
were determined to be fish that had
begun maturing, and go through a
“practice” reproductive cycle, but
hadn’t yet become fully mature
adults capable of reproducing. As

GET SERIOUS. GET HOYT.

S Stoeger
410-621-0400 - Princess Anne, MD - gwink222@aol.com

Wink’s Sporting Goods
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Striped bass oocytes under a microscope

Close-up images of striped bass oocytes (developing egg) from histo-
logically prepared ovarian tissue samples collected during the spawn-
ing season. From left to right: an oocyte from a functionally mature
individual containing numerous vitellogenin-derived yolk protein
granules (red dots) and an oocyte from a maturing individual that will
not spawn this season. The transparent sponge-like areas of the oocyte
are the neutral lipids that aid in egg buoyancy as striped bass eggs float

in the water column until hatching.

water temperatures rise in June, the
unspawned, unreleased eggs are re-
absorbed in a process called atresia.
The resulting analysis showed that
just a small percentage of females
reach maturity by age 4, but about
90% do by age 7.

The female age-at-maturity
schedule is used in the stock as-
sessment to calculate spawning
stock biomass but was previously
estimated during the 1980s when
the stock was considered collapsed.
This study determined the female
age and length at 50% maturity in
Atlantic striped bass based on spring
samples were around ages 5 and 6
and 24 inches long. The updated
maturity schedule was used in the
last benchmark stock assessment for
striped bass.

The researchers determined
fecundity by taking a photo of small
samples of mature striped bass eggs,
using a computer algorithm to count
the eggs in the photos, and conduct-
ing further calculations to come up
with an estimate of the total num-
bers of eggs found in a ripe striped
bass ovary.

The number of eggs produced by
a female striped bass ranged up to
4 million in a 13-year-old fish, but
eggs also increased disproportion-
ately with body weight. This means,
for example, that in one spawning
season, a 30-pound striped bass
will produce more eggs than two
15-pound striped bass combined.

“Detailed information on the
reproductive life history traits that
translate female striped bass bio-
mass into reproductive capacity is
crucial for informing future manage-
ment of the stock,” Brown, fisheries

www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com

biologist and study co-author, said.

While the authors noted meth-
odological and interpretive differ-
ences between this study and others
ranging over the past decades, the
resulting calculations of age at
50% maturity and fecundity were
consistent with previous findings.
Given that environmental and fish-
ing pressure on spawning striped
bass has been variable over the last
four decades, this study concludes
that reproductive-related life history
traits of female Atlantic striped bass
are robust to long-term changes.

This research contributes to the
department’s effort to understand
the spawning challenges striped bass
face in the Chesapeake Bay and use
the latest science to inform manage-
ment.

Fisheries managers monitor a
variety of factors that influence
striped bass recruitment. Environ-
mental conditions, including warm
winters and low water flows, have
been unfavorable for striped bass
recruitment and are considered to
be factors behind recent decreased
reproductive success. After five
consecutive years of below-average
spawning success in Maryland’s
four major spawning rivers, as well
as the stock assessment indicating
an overfished status of the Atlantic
striped bass stock, Maryland and
the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission have approved man-
agement actions aimed at protecting
the spawning stock and reducing
fishing mortality in 2024.

Article courtesy Sinclair Boggs,
Marketing Strategist with Maryland
Department of Natural Resources
Fishing and Boating Services
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Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Reports Results from the 2024 Chesapeake
Bay Blue Crab Winter Dredge Survey

Photo by Jennifer Dudley, submitted to the 2023 Maryland DNR
Photo Contest.

The Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab
Winter Dredge Survey, a coopera-
tive effort between the Maryland De-
partment of Natural Resources and
the Virginia Institute of Marine Sci-
ence (VIMS), estimates 317 million
blue crabs in the Chesapeake Bay in
2024, compared to 323 million crabs
last year.

The number of spawning age fe-
male crabs decreased from 152 mil-
lion crabs in 2023 to 133 million
crabs in 2024, but is still well above
the management threshold of 72.5
million crabs. The threshold indi-
cates whether the female crab popu-
lation is being overfished or not.

Adult male crabs also experienced
a slight decrease from 55 million
crabs in 2023 to 46 million crabs in
2024.

The number of juvenile crabs in
the Chesapeake Bay has been below
average for the past four years, but
rose to 138 million juvenile crabs
in 2024. Blue crab reproduction is
naturally variable and influenced by
many factors such as oceanic condi-
tions, available nursery habitat, pre-
dation, and other environmental im-
pacts.

“An increase in juvenile recruit-
ment is certainly welcome news, and
the stock and population as a whole
remains healthy,” said Maryland
DNR Fishing and Boating Services
Director Lynn Fegley. “However the
continued relatively low recruitment
numbers warrant a closer look at our
approach moving forward.”

The consecutive years of low juve-
nile abundance prompted the Chesa-
peake Bay Stock Assessment Com-
mittee to plan a new stock assessment
for blue crabs, which will begin this
summer. The new assessment will al-
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low fishery managers to take an in-
depth look at their understanding of
the ecology of this species, how it is
modeled, and whether the reference
points used for management should
be revised.

Mandy Bromilow, DNR’s blue
crab program manager, noted there
has not been an overall reexamina-
tion of the data that contributed to
the 2011 stock assessment on blue
crabs in the Chesapeake Bay.

“We haven’t had a real evaluation
of the assumptions we have in the
model, and there are new analytical
methods that could be applied to the
data,” she said. The stock assessment
is set to be completed and published
in March 2026.

In the meantime, the Chesapeake
Bay Stock Assessment Committee
will review the survey results for
this year and provide their scientific
advice for management. Following
their advice, DNR will begin dis-
cussions with the state’s Blue Crab
Industry Advisory Committee to pro-
vide guidance concerning manage-
ment options for 2024 that promotes
the health and sustainability of the
Chesapeake Bay blue crab popula-
tion and its fisheries.

The Winter Dredge Survey has
been conducted cooperatively by
Maryland and Virginia since 1990,
and the results are reviewed annu-
ally in an effort to have consistent
management efforts across the ju-
risdictions. Throughout the survey,
biologists use dredge equipment to
capture, measure, record and release
blue crabs at 1,500 sites throughout
the Chesapeake Bay from December
through March. Detailed results are
on the DNR website.
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LAKE CHARLES, La. - A Loui-
siana fisherman was arrested for
cheating in a bass fishing contest by
using weights to boost his score.

The Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries enforcement
said officers arrested Aaron Moreau,
38, for fishing contest fraud.

Authorities said they were con-
tacted by the Big Bass Splash tour-
nament directors at Toledo Bend
over one of the anglers placing lead
weights in a fish he caught and used
for weigh in on May 17.

Moreau is believed to have
placed 2.59 pounds of lead weights
in a fish he used for weigh-in and
then left the scene.

Fisherman arrested for cheating in

A fter an arrest warrant was issued,
Moreau turned himself into authori-
ties on May 23 and was taken to the
Sabine Parish Detention Center.

If convicted, he faces up to a
$3,000 fine and one year in jail.
Cheating in a fishing contest isn’t
unheard of.

Last year, two men who admit-
ted stuffing fish with lead weights
and fish fillets in an attempt to win
thousands of dollars in an Ohio fish-
ing tournament in 2022 were sen-
tenced to ten-day jail terms and oth-
er penalties, including the forfeiture
of a boat valued at $100,000.
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www.tochtermansfishingtackle.com

410-327-6942

Freshwater - Saltwater - Fly Fishing - Lure Building - Fly Tying - Clothing

enerations Tochterman's

Fishing “lackle has been helping

anglers in the mid-Atlantic region
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pursue the calch of a lifetime.

1925 Eastern Ave. Baltimore, Md.
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By Grant Soukup

BOUNTY ANGLERS!!!

We have heard of Bounty Hunters.
These skilled hunter’s trach and cap-
ture escaped felons, lost people and
pets, or invasive critters. They hunt
for money and can be very success-
ful.

Bounty Anglers are also becom-
ing a Management Tool being used
by Fisheries staff and commissions
across the country.

If you want to get rid of some-
thing, put a dollar figure on it and ta-
dah! Too many glass bottles or cans
littering an area, put a return fee on
them. A bounty will be a great way to
create jobs and get rid of unwaanted
invasives. In Florida, invasive py-
thons and iguanas are legally caught
and turned in for hundreds and thou-
sands of dollars. Gator populations
are controlled by catching and kill-
ing gators by the boatload.

In Washington, Oregon, and Ida-
ho, the watersheds were once full of
steelhead and salmon. Hatcheries re-
lease millions of fry annually. Natu-
ral reproduction also helps to replen-
ish the populations until predator’s
feast on the small offspring.
Pikeminnows are natural to the areas
but feast on these fish populations
by eating millions a season. To help
reduce predator mortality, the Pacific
States Marine Fisheries Commission
put out a bounty on all Pikeminnows.
Bounty Anglers rose to the occasion.
Here’s what the bounty looks like.

Any size pikeminnow

$6 for the first 25 turned in.

$8 for the next 175 captured
$10 per pikeminnow over 200
caught.
A bonus fee of $200-$500 is given
for Pikeminnows with Salmon tran-
sponder tags inside them, from eaten
tagged salmon.

Bounty Anglers have removed 5.3
million Pikeminnows since 1990. 3
anglers have made over $100,000
each. The biggest Bounty Angler
made $119,341 in 2016!

11,954 Bounty Anglers captured
156,505 pikeminnows in 2023. This
was a 10% increase over 2022’s
bounty harvest. This means a 40%
decline in juvenile salmon and steel-
head predation.

This Sport Reward Fishery is pay-
ing off in helping to control the abun-
dant pikeminnow predators while
improving the salmon and steelhead
fisheries. Thanks to this strategy, the
fisheries are being restored to a more
natural balance.

Other states having invasive
fishery challenges should consider
Bounty Anglers to help restore a
healthy fishery balance.

Maryland has a few invasive fish
that need some Bounty Angler atten-
tion. The Blue and Flathead Catfish,
and the Snakeheads are devastating
the Chesapeake Bays crab and rock-
fish population. Mussels and other
fish and shellfish species are being
consumed by these non-native pred-
ators.

It would be a simple solution to
simply place a money/pound bounty
on these voracious predators. The
Bounty fee could be paid by the
seafood industry, which could then
process and sell these fish. Many
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Tim with his 13 Ib. 32 inches.

consider these fish to be a tasty sea-
food choice but not at the expense of
other vulnerable species.

Tim Campbell, a local writer, and
angler recently caught a huge Snake-
head. Let’s say a $5 /pound bounty
was allowed. His 13 Ib., 32-inch-
long Snakehead could earn him $65.
Over 1,000 large Snakeheads have
been captured at the Conowingo
Fish Lift this year alone. The sea-
food industry could then market the
fish for well over the Bounty fee.
Fresh Snakehead and Catfish can
be well over $10/pound at a mar-
ket, and more at a restaurant. Local,

i i . e - L i

N

-r
L
5jr—

registered, and certified fish markets
could accept these Bounty Fish.

The invasive Catfish grow even
larger. Blue Catfish can grow over
50 pounds. A 32 1b. Flathead Cat-
fish was recently captured at the
Conowingo Fish Lift.

These invasive species are cur-
rently being caught in the Shad fish
traps at the Conowingo Dam and
given away to seafood companies.
Perhaps capturing these predators
and selling them instead, could pay
for the fishery management pro-
grams.

Catch a big one and cash in!

E OBTAIN YOUR
g MARYLAND

HQL

855-589-2267 - PublicSecurityLLC.com
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21-Year-Old Angler Earns Fish-
Maryland Master Angler Award

ed when he was five years old, when
his father took him fishing at Nico-
demus Road in Baltimore County,
where he has lived his entire life. He
is a multi-species angler who mainly
fishes non-tidal and tidal freshwater
locations, but will venture to saltwa-
ter occasionally. His favorite fish is
the Northern Snakehead because of
their unique, snake-like appearance
and “the way that they strike so vio-
lently gives me a thrill!” He also has

Adam Krauss of Baltimore County
has earned a Master Angler Mile-
stone Award under the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources’
(DNR) FishMaryland program.

The award recognizes recre-
ational anglers who catch ten dif-
ferent trophy-sized species of fish in
Maryland. Krauss, 21, is the ninth
Master Angler since the program be-
gan in 2019.

The FishMaryland program in-

cludes dozens of species from both
salt and freshwater. Krauss submit-
ted entries for all ten catches and
received individual certificates for
each catch. The department plans to

a YouTube channel where he records
his many fishing adventures.

“My goal is to catch as many
new species and personal bests as
possible, “ Krauss said. “I will con-

"\‘ -':-" ;

tinue to teach people about fishing
and how to respect nature along the
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Scott Stapleford w1th his first Maryland turkey. 22lbs 1.5 inch
way. spurs and 10 inch beard.

present the Master Angler Milestone
Award certificate along with a gift
card prize from Bass Pro Shops at its
Arundel Mills store. Krauss caught
his tenth FishMaryland eligible fish,
a 31.5-inch carp, on April 17.

“It was a very last minute solo
session, but I knew it was worth a
try because last time I was there |
noticed a lot of big carp jumping,”
Krauss said. “I took a quick picture
next to the measuring tape, then back
into the water it went. Thank you
DNR for the opportunity to partici-
pate in this program.”

Krauss’ qualifying catches, in
order, were:

Largemouth bass, 21 inches
Northern snakehead, 31 inches
White perch, 13 inches
Rainbow trout, 24 inches

TAYLORS ISLAN

P.O. Box 156 - Bayshore Road
Taylors Island, MD 21669

ST= 050y 5278 ST
\W}Located on Chesapeake Bay

across from Power Plant

FAMILY CAMPGROU

tifccamp@comcast.net
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Yellow perch, 14 inches
Wine Cellar

Chain pickerel, 24 inches
Carp, 31.5 inches
Krauss’ fishing obsession start-

WEEK OR WEEKEND.
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Withthe 2024 “boating” season now
in full swing there are and for the next
few months will continue to be a lot
of people out on the water doing their
thing whether that be trying to catch a
fish, dragging a wake-boarder around
a sheltered cove, taking the family out
for an afternoon cruise down the river,
or any of a million other reasons to hop
in a boat and shove off from a dock.
On the road we have lanes and lines
and signs to keep us somewhat under
control, but on the water we have a
lot more freedom to go where, and do
what we want, which is a big part of
the enjoyment of boating. Of course,
with so much freedom and diverse
activity on and around the water it’s
not uncommon for some folks to get
a bit hot under the collar by the way
someone is operating their boat.

Whether you’re running through
the inlet, fishing along the edge of a
channel, or just cleaning your boat in
its slip at the end of the day, the speed
that someone else is operating their boat
whenyou’ressitting in yours is probably
the one thing that irritates people more
than any other aspect of boating. Too
close, too fast, too much wake; there
are so many things that can get under
your skin when another boat comes
zooming past. Butexcept for congested
areas where there are posted six-mph
speed limits, on most bodies of water
it’s pretty much up to the operator how
fast they want to push their vessel and
since no two boats or boat operators are
identical in abilities and attitudes, you
can bet that on any given body of water
most boats are going to be traveling at
wildly different speeds.

But even though a body of water
might have no posted speed limits,
“what speed to run” is a decision made
by the skipper that must be based
on a number of constantly changing
variables which will often result in
constantly changing speeds of the boat.
The mark of a good captain is know-
ing how to get their vessel from point
“A”topoint “B” safely, efficiently, and
quickly (in that order) and how he uses
the throttle to accomplish those goals
is just as important as which way he
turns the rudder.

Rule “six” in both the International
and Inland Rules of the Road states;
“Every vessel shall at all times pro-
ceed at a safe speed so that she can
take proper and effective action to
avoid collision and be stopped within
adistance appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and conditions.” Notice
that this rule says nothing about spe-
cific speeds, it just instructs boaters to
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navigate at whatever speed is best to
stay safe. “Safe speed” is, therefore, a
judgment call on behalf of the captain.
But to properly make that decision one
is required to consider such variables
as visibility, maneuverability of the
vessel, other boat traffic, weather and
sea conditions, and anything else that
might go wrong if the correct speed is
not maintained.

Thebestexample ofhow speed must
be changed to accommodate external
conditions is when visibility changes.
Imagine a boat that can cruise at
25-knots. By most standards, ona calm
ocean, and under clear conditions, that
might be a very safe speed. But if that
same boat suddenly encounters thick
fog that limits visibility to a hundred
feet you can bet that in order to keep
from running into someone the skip-
per might have to throttle way down
to maybe 5-knots in order to keep a
“safe speed”. If the fog thins and vis-
ibility increases to amile the safe speed
might be increased to maybe 15-knots,
once the fog burns off the same boat
might be back to their 25-knot cruising
speed. The same holds true for seas
conditions — in order to keep the boat
and its passengers safe, the rougher
it gets the more the throttle needs to
be pulled back or the boat could start
coming apart.

Traffic density must always be
taken into account when considering
how fast to run. Just because you run a
certain strip of water every day of your
life at a particular speed doesn’t mean
that you can continue to do so when
you pull up one day and encounter 20
kayakers paddling across the channel.
Even in situations where other boaters
are doing things that they shouldn’t be
doing, like anchoring in the middle of
a narrow channel, every boater must
maintain a safe speed for both their

vessels and the surrounding vessels.
Remember no matter where you are
- you are always responsible for the
effects of your wake. So don’t cop an
attitude like “those guys shouldn’t be
there in the first place so they’re just
going to have to deal with my wake!”
Rule-6 says, “Every vessel shall at all
times proceed at a safe speed...”

By the rules, running at a safe speed
means that there is no risk of collision.
Digging deeper into the rules one will
find that if the operator of a vessel
even remotely “thinks” there might

The red drum bite has started for Captain Harry.

be a risk of collision, then there is one
and he or she is required to take the
appropriate action, which inmost cases
will involve slowing down. One of the
greatest joys of boating is the ability to
run “fast and free.” But “fast” can be
downright “deadly” or at the very least
an annoyance to other boaters when
a skipper doesn’t have the smarts to
know when to tone it down a bit. So if
you don’t want to make enemies, get a
ticket, damage a boat, or possibly kill
someone — slowdown!

ARUNDEL FIREARMS & PAWN

7427 Baltimore Annapolis Blvd, Glen Burnie, MD
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Robbie Thompson with his impressive Tom. www.bigsharks.com out of the Ocean City Fishing Center

All About Bait and Tackle Shop
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Live and Frozen Baits

Blood Worms / Night Crawlers / Meal Worms / Wax Worms / Grass Shrimp //
Razor Clams / Bait Shrimp / Clam Snouts / Chicken Necks etc...All Fishing Tackle
| Crabbing Suppies / Pots / Lines and Much More!

7403 Baltimore Annapolis Boulevard Glen Burnie, MD

(4: 1 0) 590'0000 munchkinland4@comcast.net

¢ Wreck Fishing
¢ Saltwater Fly Fishing

410-726-7946 ¥ & more with Captain Mark Sampson

* Striper Baits
* Snakehead/bass baits
* Jigging Supplies
* Fishing Rods & Reels
* Crabbing Equipment
* Trotlines/Pots
* Rod Repair
* Steamer pots/racks
* Marine Supplies
* Terminal Tackle
* Live & Frozen Bait
* Marine Batteries
* Abpbparel/Hats
4729 Mountain Road

Pasadena, Md.

4@

DPasadena. W
410-300-0572%
fiskboueswa . cow
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Made in the USA LET THE BRTTLE BEGIN COSTA

SUIMAND 7/N7 47+ &8 Ugly SUK  Frclih Le 3O«

Feel Alive. "°7 "°7°

*excluding select items

June 2024 www.fishingandhuntingjournal.com 19



“The Last: Word?’

-

By Steve Huettner

Turkey season has ended, a late rock-
fish season has started and our attention
turns to barbeques, crabs, and the beach.
It also means that the Maryland General
Assembly has ended their sessions and
bills have either been signed or vetoed
by the Governor. This past session saw
what seemed like the typical amount
of bills introduced concerning hunting.
When the dust settled it looked like the
status quo reigned.

One bill that saw hunters on both
sides of the issue was legislation that
would completely ban lead and lead-
based ammunition for hunting. The
bill did not mandate non-lead for recre-
ational shooting, trap shooting, sporting
clays, etc. As most hunters know, lead
ammunition for waterfowl was banned
several decades ago, and moving for-
ward hunting of all game at Maryland’s
Federal Refugees will require non-lead
ammunition. Currently, there are some
non-lead alternatives, Barnes ammuni-
tion comes to mind as a premium non-
lead choice. Some hunters expressed
concern about lead fragments in deer and
their effect on both humans and animals
that consume deer carcasses. Others in
the hunting community voiced concerns
about a quickly timed phase-out of lead
ammunition and whether ammo produc-
ers would be able to fill the void with
non-lead alternatives. In the end, the bill
did not pass out of the General Assem-
bly. My take is that lead ammunition for
hunting will eventually be phased out in

Y

OVER 200

FLYREELS
ABEL * BAUER « ECHO GREYS * HARDY -

LEGISLATIVE
ROUNDUP

Maryland and we should be ready to use
alternatives.

One issue with Maryland’s generous
bag limit is what to do with all those
deer. In reality, most hunters only take
one to two deer for themselves and per-
haps another for a neighbor or friend.
For those hunters who want to help
maintain a healthy herd and also help
those less fortunate, the General As-
sembly approved a $300 tax credit for
anyone who donates processed deer to
a food bank. Meat is one of the least
offered items at a food bank and would
help provide healthy, low-fat protein.
While a good start, something like this
just scratches the surface. Perhaps one
day we can have a program similar to
Delaware. The state maintains sev-
eral walk-in boxes throughout the state.
Hunters can drop them off anytime and
the deer are picked up and delivered to
either participating butchers or the state
prison which offers a butcher program.
The processed deer is then distributed to
food banks and soup kitchens through-
out the state.

Sika deer over the last several years
have become the “IT” animal to pursue.
Ever since the MEAT EATER TV crew
did their two-part segment on marsh
ghosts it feels like everyone and their
brother is hunting them. Blackwater
Refuge has had to limit the number of
permits, lease prices have grown expo-
nentially, guided hunts are approaching
western hunt numbers and a lot of out-

of-state hunters have discovered sika
hunting. 2023 mandated Sika hunters
purchase a stamp, $10 resident and $20
non-resident. This year the price of Sika
for non-residents has been increased to
$200, quite the increase from the prior
year. Maryland hunters realized they
were competing with out-of-state hunt-
ers, with a limited supply and area of
sika deer felt non-residents should have
more skin in the game. While I realize
no one likes paying more for anything,
it falls in line with what other states
charge non-residents for highly vaunted,
limited quantity species (elk, mule deer,
sheep, etc.). I hope that stamp money
goes toward acquiring more public lands
and creating a Sika deer management
plan.

Waterfowl hunters had two bills this
session, with neither advancing. One

Since 1916... First Choice of Fishermen Around the World

' 410

1925 Eastern

LAMSON ORVIS « REDINGTON « ROSS SAGE

* TIBOR

OVER 200 FLY RODS

327-6942

ve. Fells Point, MD. 21231
tochtermansfishingtackle.com

.y

would have allowed the hunting of
tundra swans which failed. Interesting
that Maryland DNR has the authority to
implement the season, but seeks an ok
from the General Assembly. I don’t ever
remember DNR asking for permission.
Look back at the history of the black
bear hunt and how DNR fought to keep
control of bears as a game animal. Our
neighbors to the North and South have
tundra swan seasons (Delaware, Virgin-
ia, and North Carolina). On the docket
again was Sunday waterfowl hunting,
which I have discussed in prior articles.
In my opinion, it will eventually pass
in some format with Virginia having
several seasons under their belt and
Delaware just having approved it. I'm
starting to think we should be emulat-
ing our tiny neighbor to the north when
it comes to managing our resources.

S

OVER 1000 DIFFERENT RODS
ABU-GARCIA « ANDE * DAIWA
DOUGLAS « FENWICH + LOOMIS

OKUMA « PENN « ST. CROIX
SHAKESPEARE * SHUIMABO
STAR * TSUNAMI
e

DOUGLAS * ECHO * GREYS HARDY ¢ ORVIS
REDINGTON * SAGE « WINSTON

FLIES, FLY MATERIALS & VISES
DO-IT * FULLING MILLS
HARELINE « ORVIS
RENZETTI « WAPSI

WADERS, SHOES & PACS
FISH POND « FROGG TOGGS KORKERS
ORVIS + SIMMS LINES + AIRFLO ¢ RIO
SCIENTIFIC ANGLER * TEENY

OVER 700 DIFFERENT REELS
ABU-GARCIA « ACCURATE + AVET
DAIWA + OKUMA « PENN * QUANTUM
SHIMANO « SEIGLER * TSUNAMI
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Recipe of the Month Book of the Month
438 DAYS: AN EXTRAORDINARY TRUE

FILOUNDER WITH BROWN STORY OF SURVIVAL AT SEA
BUTTER, LEMON AND
TARRAGON

——

;#w | On November 17, 2012, Salvador

y (w Alvarenga left the% coa;t of M.e>'(ico

) B% L. for a two-day fishing trip. A vicious
£ storm killed his engine, and the cur-
_ rent dragged his boat out to sea. The
== storm picked up and blasted him west.
Whenhe washed ashore on January 29,
2014, he had arrived in the Marshall
Islands, 9,000 miles away - equiva-
lent to traveling from New York to
Moscow round trip.

For 14 months, Alvarenga survived
constant shark attacks. He learned to
catch fish with his bare hands. He built a fish net from a pair of empty plastic
bottles. Taking apart the outboard motor, he fashioned a huge fishhook. Using
fish vertebrae as needles, he stitched together his own clothes.

He considered suicide on multiple occasions - including offering himself
up to a pack of sharks. But Alvarenga never failed to invent an alternative
reality. He imagined a method of survival that kept his body and mind intact
long enough for the Pacific Ocean to toss him up on a remote, palm-studded
island, where he was saved by a local couple living alone in their own Pacific

Island paradise.
Based on dozens of hours of interviews with Alvarenga and interviews with
INGREDIENTS his colleagues, search and rescue officials, the medical team that saved his life,
Yield: and the remote islanders who nursed him back to health, this is an epic tale

of survival, an all-true version of the fictional Life of Pi. 438 Days is a study
of the resilience, will, ingenuity, and determination required for one man to
survive 14 months lost at sea.

4 servings

1cup all-purpose flour

Salt and pepper

Pinch of cayenne

1tablespoon olive oil

4flounder fillets of equal size, 6 to 8 ounces each
3tablespoons cold unsalted butter, cut into chunks
1tablespoon lemon juice

2tablespoons roughly chopped parsley
1teaspoon roughly chopped tarragon

A few tarragon leaves, for garnish

Lemon wedges

DIRECTIONS

Step 1

Put flour in a low bowl or pie plate and stir in a generous
amount of salt and pepper and a pinch of cayenne.

Step 2

Place a large cast-iron skillet over medium-high heat. Add
olive oil and tilt pan to coat bottom.

Step 3

Season the fillets lightly with salt and pepper. Dip each fillet

guickly into flour mixture, shaking off excess flour. . 210 Marlboro Ave Suite
tep 4 Snakehead

Lay fillets in skillet in one layer. Cook for about 2 minutes per Light Tackle S BN M 21091

side, until golden. Transfer cooked fish to a warm platter. » Custom Lures

Step 5 Clothing/ Apparel

Leave the heat at medium-high and add cold butter. Let butter TEL. 443-746-2137

sizzle until foamy and brown, but do not let it burn. Add lemon EMAIL: rustyhooké12@gmail.com

juice, parsley and chopped tarragon and swirl to incorporate.
Step 6

Spoon butter sauce over fish. Garnish with a few tarragon
leaves and serve immediately with lemon wedges.
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FREE
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Mail your classified to driftrock@verizon.net - Sell your boat, gun dog, truck, equipment or anything in the garage!

d

2023 Classifieds are
FREE
20 words or
less

FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE

23’ sea ox

Complete refit 2020 (all that was
left was bare hull.

Stringers redone and floor AC Fur
Transom (done in Coosa)

New 73 gallon fuel tank.

Forward seat and washboards.
All of the above done by Mar-
shall’s

marine. Crisfield MD.

Motor bracket with swim platform
custom made for boat by Kevin
Marshall. Fabricator Crisfield MD.
Console with windshield, T- top,
Spreader lights, 6 rod holders,
leaning post with Back rest foot
rest cooler slide and additional rod
holders. All done by Fred Page of
Rose Bay Boats Wendell NC
2020 200HP Suzuki 220 hours
Single Binacle control

Multi function gauge

SS prop

Sea star steering kit

Bobby Kemp @ Scott’s cove Ma-
rina Chance MD

Electronics From BOE Marine
Garmin 1242 XSV

Through Hall transducer Garmin
B60

Garmin Nema 2000

Fusion 7 series speakers

Fusion 10” sub

Fusion MS-AM 402 Amp

Call or text 443-336-1794

21’ proline with a 97 johnson 150
runs good floor is solid and tran-
som has 9”hook gps/depth outrig-
gers and canvas for the sides and
windshield. I just don’t have time
to use it anymore. Call 302- 396-
8290 4000 obo needs to go

1998 20’ aqua sport center con-
sole with a 2015 Yamaha 115
outboard with approximately

700 hrs new 24volt trolling mo-
tor setup new electric search

light new blue interior lights with
roller trailer in good shape contact
me 4437838634 14000 setup or
10000 without trolling motor and
spot light

Live Spot Available

Delivery available for bulk orders
Pm or Text 4104905748 for Pric-
ing or to place a order

Nitro Z19 Fish and Ski boat for
sale, comes with trailer, two
removable pedestal fishing seats,
and cover.

Upgraded Trolling motor with spot
lock (24V).

Comes with a two bank charger
200 hp 2 Stroke

Lowrance fish finder

Stereo with Bluetooth

Live wells

Roughly 200 hours on it

Very Good shape!

Call for more information 636-699-
7193

2007 McKee Craft 28 Express for
sale. Incredible ride, very stable.
$105,000.00 Excellent condition.
Call: 410-310-8855

Twin Yamaha F250s, 870 hours.
New Mercury Rev-4 props. 43
knots WOT, 30 knot cruise. 1.4-
1.6 MPG at cruise. Ice blue hull.
270 gallon fuel tank. Lenco trim.
V berth cushions. NEW 2020:
Cannon downrigger mounts, 6
rod removable rocket launcher
mounted to deck, 4 electric reel
ports, Simrad HALO 20 plus,
Sinrad NSS9 evo 3, Simrad auto
pilot NEW 2021: custom collaps-
ible cobia tower, full tower controls
with NSS7 evo3 and autopilot,

50 inch light bar. Main station
throttles, bolster cushions, Lebroc
custom helm chairs, Fusion MS-
RA670 head unit, four new wet
sounds LED speakers, second
evo 3 nine inch above drive side,
Taco GS390 outrigger bases with
22’ collapsible poles with triple
halyards and teaser clips. Airmar
599LH 3kW transducer, Simrad
S5100, ProMariner 3 bank bat-
tery charge, 2 helm pads. NEW
2022: complete boat rewiring, new
fuse panel, new curtains front and
side, LED lights in vberth, gun-

nels, helm and electronics area,
two Lumitec Quattro Sea Blaze full
spectrum light Poco light controls,
custom helm panel, LED Boca
switches, new Seastar helm.
Trailer: new tongue and jack, new
rear lights, 2018 dual axle Load-
rite, 2018: new Simrad VHF and
antenna, new yamaha LCD, B-175
chirp thru hull transducer. Call or
text 410-310-8855. $105,000.00

Attention Small Game and Varmint
Hunters

Rabbit, squirrel, fox, and coyote
Guided or Unguided

Call 410-758-1824

Waterfowl Hunters Wanted
Rent Blinds by the day in the
Chestertown Area

Guided Hunts Also Available
Call 410-758-1824

Horse quality alfalfa , orchard
grass, and mix. Eastern shore
410-708 4005

Attention Upland Bird Hunters
Pheasant, Chukar, and Quail
available 7 days a week
Guided or Unguided

Call 410-758-1824

MARINA

Plenty of storage

Open - 5:00AM - 5:0
www.majorcrabs.com

107 Short Rd,
Stevensville,
MD

Phone:
443-
249-5125
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Tenth FishMaryland Master Angler is First Youth
Angler to Achieve Milestone

Lucy Perez of Cecil County has earned
a Master Angler Milestone Award under the
Maryland Department of Natural Resources’
(DNR) FishMaryland program. The award
recognizes recreational anglers who catch
ten different trophy-sized species of fish in
Maryland. Perez, 11, is the tenth Master An-
gler since the program began in 2019, the first
female angler, and the youngest by a decade.

“I think this award is such an amazing ac-
complishment for me — I’'m only 11 years old
and have been fishing for 10 years and did
something so incredible,” Perez said. “Be-
ing able to catch so many cool kinds of fish
and to have people excited to see me getting
closer to this goal is what kept me trying to
get this award — this was really a lot of fun.”

The FishMaryland program includes
dozens of species from both salt and fresh-
water. Perez submitted entries for all ten
catches and received individual certificates
for each catch. The department plans to pres-
ent the Master Angler Milestone Award cer-
tificate along with a gift card prize from Bass
Pro Shops at its Arundel Mills store. Perez
caught her tenth FishMaryland eligible fish,
an American shad, on May 6, 2024.

Perez’ qualifying catches, in order, were:
Chain pickerel, 27 inches

White perch, 13 inches

Bluegill, 11 inches

USDA
CERTIFIED
BIOBASED
PRODUCT
PRODUCT 96%

Yellow perch, 14 inches
Crappie, 15 inches
Smallmouth bass, 20 inches
Hickory shad, 18 inches
Carp, 33 inches
Pumpkinseed, 10 inches
American shad, 24 inches

She regularly fishes with her father Nick,
who has often submitted photos of Lucy’s
impressive catches to DNR’s Maryland Fish-
ing Report and Angler’s Log.

“Lucy has been an avid angler for as long
as she was able to hold a fishing rod,” said
Nick Perez. “Her love for the sport is almost
unmatched, and her preferred method of
fishing is actually on the fly. At 11 years old
she has caught fish a lot of people have only
dreamed of, from exotic clown knifefish, to
wrangling the ‘fish of 10,000 casts,” the mus-
kellunge — she does it all.”

Lucy Perez also wants to pursue a marine
biology degree when she is older and is con-
sidering a career in fisheries management.

FishMaryland is Maryland’s recreational
fishing award program and is a fun way to
explore year-round recreational fishing and
enjoy affordable, accessible, diverse, and
high-quality fishing opportunities. More in-
formation on the Master Angler Milestone
Award and the FishMaryland program is
available on the program’s website.
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* Cleans & Degreases
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Lucy Perez, 11, awarded for catching diversity of
species.
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CHUM by the Log, Bucket or Bushel
ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel

Black Saltys,
Minnows, D
Bloodworms, :
Earthworms,

Shrimp & Chicken Necks

CHUM by the Log, Bucket or

Bushel

ALEWIVES by the Flat or Bushel

- COTTON Crab Rings...
Foxy Mate Topless $3.99 Each - $34.99 Dozen
Wire Crab Rings
Crab Traps $6.99 Each -« $74.95 Dozen
Model 120T CRAB NETS, All Types & Sizes
Economy Model... Starting at $14.99
$15.95 each - New Baskets $13.99
$169.95 Doz. 1000’ Snood Trotline $179.95
N Snood 25 count - $19.95
Crab measuring stick $8.99
Crab Tongs $7.99 Crab Gloves $14.95
Pasadena 4-Door Clam Bags 25 pack $19.99
Crab Traps 1000 Foot Trotline... Nylon...$44.95
$9.99 Fach 500 Foot Tarred Trotline... $24.95
$99.99 Doz.
20 Quart and
up to
50 PERCENT OFF CRAB BAIT 50 Quart Crab Steamers
combound bows - excluding IN STOCK!
Infinite Edge, Parker, CHICKEN NECKS A |l
Sidekick AND EELS

CLYDE’S SPORT SHOP

2307 Hammonds Ferry Road ¢ Baltimore, MD 21227

410-242-6108 « www.clydessports.com
* GUNS * AMMO * HUNTING LICENSES » BOOTS « KNIVES
@ 1957-2024 “67 Years Serving Maryland’s Fishermen & Hunters”

All Sizes of Circle Hooks!

CHUMMING QUTFIT

Rod & Reel Chumming
Combos as low as $59.95

All Pots P.O.R.
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